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Lent Begins – Bible Studies, Daily Readings, Prayer 

Room 
 

Then Job arose, tore his robe, shaved his head, and fell on the ground 

and worshiped. He said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and 

naked shall I return there; the Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; 

blessed be the name of the Lord.” - Job 1:20-21 
 

What do you think of when someone says, “Lent”?  Do you think “lint,” 
or “lent?”  Is it something in your belly button or your dryer?  Is it the 
season designed to bring you closer to Jesus? This year, Montezuma 
calls you Lent! It’s a time for examination and preparation for Holy week 
and Easter.   
 

This winter, our church offers Bible studies on the book of Job.  Job is a 
profound story of someone who is blameless and upright; who fears 
God.  Despite that, Job is stripped of his family, his possessions, and his 
health. In grief and sorrow, Job sits in dust and ashes, the very materials 
used to create humankind (Genesis 2).  This act helped Job understand 

his own humanity; if he came with nothing, he will also leave with 
nothing - except his relationship with the Lord.  Job continues to cry out 
to God through his suffering.  In the story Job begins with the orientation 
of an ordered, secure life. When trouble comes, he is disoriented and 
the old ways of thinking don’t satisfy any longer. Finally, Job finds 
reorientation and new faith through an encounter with God. In 

essence, this is the story of Job. It is the story of Lent. 
 
Along with observing Lent through your own practices, use the daily 

readings that pastor David has provided, titled The Wise Builder. And 
take advantage of the Lenten prayer room during this season. This 
prayer room is located on the second floor next to the Footsteppers 

classroom.  It is available to anybody who would like to observe Lent 
and talk to God.  I invite you to experience this prayer room in your own 
time.  It will be available through Easter.  Blessings as you enter this 
season! 
        - Pastor Gabe Dodd 

 

Church Events: March 

 
1: Lenten Supper – 5:30pm 

1:  Adult choir – 7pm 

3: Jr. Highs; Loads of Love –  

5:45pm 

3: MYF – 6:15pm 

4: Jr. Highs; Jump C’ville – 4pm 

6: Handbell choir – 7pm 

7: Golden Lunch Bunch – 11:45am 

8: Adult choir – 7pm 

9: Salvation Army Meal 

12: Daylight Saving Time begins 

12: Jr. High Youth Night – 6pm 

13: Montezuma Support Group –  

 11:30am 

13: Handbell choir – 7pm 

14: Executive Committee – 7pm 

15: Adult choir – 7pm 

17: MYF – 6:15pm 

17-18: Jr. & Sr. High Peac Retreat 

19: Sr. High Youth Night – 6pm 

20: Handbell choir – 7pm 

22: Adult choir – 7pm 

26: Church Birthday Lunch 

27: Handbell choir – 7pm 

29: Adult choir – 7pm 

31-2: Sr. High Youth Roundtable  

 Conference 

 

Happy Birthday, Montezuma Church Folks!! 
 

Mark your calendar for our annual church birthday celebration on 
Sunday, March 26th! We will be having the birthday dinner downstairs in 
the fellowship hall.  However, we will be needing some help.  Families 
and/or individuals are invited to choose a table representing one of the 
12 months of the year to decorate in a fashion which reflects a special 
aspect of that month.  Sign-up sheets will be available in March for table 

decorating, as well as for brining special dishes to share.  Keep watch 
in the bulletin for more information. 
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  Peace of my mind: 
 

When Martin Luther was a young monk, 
struggling with his faith, Jacob was a favorite biblical 

character of his. Luther related to Jacob because he 
wrestled with God (Genesis 32). The historian Martin 
Marty said that Luther did more than talk about 
Jacob. He was “being” Jacob. For Luther, Jacob’s 
fight was not against flesh and blood, an angel, or 
even the devil. Jacob wrestled God.  

 
Luther’s spirituality was as an itch he couldn’t 

scratch. He had more than questions – he 
experienced “spiritual assaults” that made it 
impossible for him to experience God as loving and 

nurturing. As a young monk he visited Rome where he 
went to the famous Santa Scala – the holy stairs, 
believed at that time to be the very stairs brought to 
Rome from Jerusalem that Jesus had climbed in the 
court of Pontius Pilate. The custom was for devoted 
souls to ascend these steps on their knees, reciting 

established prayers along the way. When Luther 
arrived at the top step his mood was not spiritual 
euphoria, but an irksome doubt troubled him: “Who 
knows whether this is really true?” 
 

As the biblical character of Jacob, so the 

Christian Luther, and so with us: we struggle with faith, 
with God. Perhaps our deep convictions about God 
and faith no longer satisfy. Maybe the church 
community and it’s forms confine and frustrate us. 
“Who knows whether this is really true?” If you find 
yourself in this place, you are in good company.  

 
When I was 19 years old I decided to keep a 

journal. I wanted to reflect on my life and think about 
what I was learning. On the first day of the journal I 
wrote that I would question everything, except for my 
faith because my faith was too important to who I was 

to question. After a year I read back over my journal 
and guess what? The only thing I consistently 
questioned and relentlessly submitted to scrutiny was 
my faith.   
 

I do not offer you secure words that this is just a 
stage. I offer you company for this journey. From his 
temptation in the wilderness, to his rejection in the 
synagogue, to his passion at the cross, Jesus had to 
ask himself as any of us would: Is this true? Am I being 
foolish or faithful? Without that struggle we never 

really live his faith. Without that struggle, we never 
really can love others, accept others, respect others. 
It’s not a stage. It’s the way. 
  

   Peace to you, and to our world – Pastor David 
 

 

5:  First Sunday of Lent: Just a Loaf of Bread 

      Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Matthew 4:1-11 

Jesus faces what Adam and Eve faced: the 
desire to be like God. The Gospels are at 
pains to show that Jesus takes a different 
path. Mostly we fall in line with Adam and 
Eve. 

 

       *Adult Choir 

       International S.S. Lesson: The Source of All Love 

 
12:  Second Sunday of Lent: How do we Judge? 

       Psalm 121; Matthew 7:1-6; John 3:17 

“Do not judge,” we read. What does Jesus 
and the New Testament mean by 
condemning judgment? How is it different 

from accountability? 

 

       *Adult Choir 

       International S.S. Lesson: God’s Overflowing Love 

 

19:  Third Sunday of Lent: A Promise of Prosperity? 

       Psalm 95; Matthew 7:7-12; John 4:15 

“Ask and it will be given to you.” The promise 
of that sentence has launched many a TV 
preacher. The “prosperity gospel” finds a 
natural home in most human hearts. We all 
want what we want. It’s the “wanting” heart, 
though, which the gospel transfigures. 

 

       *Adult Choir 

       International S.S. Lesson: God’s Love Manifested 

 

26:  Fourth Sunday of Lent: Dare to be Different 

       Psalm 23; Matthew 7:13-23; John 9:2 

Here, Jesus challenges his disciples to do the 
hard work of following him.  He does not 

promise that it’s easy.  Instead, he promises 
that it will be hard.  God is with us through this 
tough challenge 

 

       *Adult Choir 

       International S.S. Lesson: God’s Love Restores 

 

WORSHIP – March 2017 
 

Sunday mornings – 9:10 a.m. Gathering Time, 
9:30 a.m. Worship Hour, 10:40 a.m. Classes 
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Brethren Woods Camp Sign-Up 

 
It is camp sign-up time again!  To get the 
best selection of camp times and to get 
the best discount, register by March 31st.   
Brethren Woods has an online 
registration platform at 
www.brethrenwoods.org. Just click 
“Register for Summer Camp” and follow 
the instructions. Forms are also available 
in the church office and must be signed 
by Pastor David or Shari Payne, Camp 
Representative, to get the discount. 
 

Easter Lilies 
 

Lilies for Easter will be available to order in 
honor or in memory of loved ones.  Look for the 
announcement in upcoming bulletins with 
details about cost and how to order.  

Salvation Army 
 

Our church is serving the Salvation Army meal 
on Thursday, March 9th.  The following people 
have signed up to help: 

• Tom & Ann Miller 
• Pansy Auville 
• Bob Michael 
• Vicki Richard 
• Sam Rohrer 
• Brenda Wine 

 
 If you have any questions, please contact Tom 
Miller.  

Montezuma Today is a monthly publication of 
Montezuma Church of the Brethren.  Articles 
and information for publication are 
appreciated by the 20th of each month.   
 
Email:  montezuma.cob@gmail.com  
Mail:   4937 Ottobine Road 

Dayton, VA 22821 

Special Offering for March 

 
“Just as you did it to one of the least of 
them…you did it to me.” Matthew 25:40 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing reaches those near 
and far, sometimes changing the life of 
someone in distress in our own community, 
while at other times impacting the lives of 
those we may never meet, but who are in 
need of our compassion. 
 
God provides the resources so that we can 
give back.  It is not the size of the gift that 
matters; it’s that we give of what we have.  
We’re simply giving back to God what is 
already God’s and that means everyone has 
a gift to bring. 
 
This special offering empowers ministries of the 
Church of the Brethren to reach many people.  
Water projects, human relief, disaster relief 
and empowerment are the broad areas 
where One Great Hour of Sharing reaches.  
Give prayerful consideration to this special 

offering during March.  
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Jr. High & Sr. High Youth Events:  

March 2017 

 

Jr. High Service Project: Loads of Love 

Friday, March 3, 5:45pm – 10pm 

In this service project, Jr. High youth will reach out to the homeless in Harrisonburg by taking 
their laundry to the Laundromat, and spend some good quality time together.  

 
Jr. High Trip to Jump Charlottesville 

Saturday, March 4, 4-8pm 

Montezuma Jr. Highs will leave from the church, eat dinner in Charlottesville, and jump for 
about an hour before heading back.  Let Pastor Gabe know if you are interested in coming so 
we can order our tickets in advance! 

 
Jr. High Youth Night 

Sunday, March 12, 6-8pm at the church 

 
Jr. & Sr. High Youth Peace Retreat 

Fri., March 17 at 7pm – Sat. at 4pm 

This overnight peace retreat will be led by special guests: Andy Murray, Musa Mambula, and 
On Earth Peace facilitators.  Youth will learn about and discuss our biblical and Brethren 
peace foundations in the context of real-world peacemaking. 

 
Sr. High Youth Night 

Sunday, March 19, 6-8pm at the church 

 
Sr. High Youth Roundtable Conference 

Fri., March 31 at 5:30pm – Sun., April 2 at 10:26am 

Join others from up and down the east coast in a weekend of lively worship, engaging 
speakers, entertainment, great food, and workshops that you get to choose yourselves!   

Brethren Woods Women’s Retreat  
March 10-11, 2017 

 

Looking for a place to rest as you relax with friends, share laughter and stories, and spend time with 

God? Our theme will be “Sweet Life Café,” an experience that allows women to slow down and 

savor time with God and each other. Join us for worship and leadership provided by Pastor Audrey 

Hollenberg-Duffey and (her mom!) Julie Richard. We’ll enjoy moving worship, music, intentional time 

with God, and some sweet treats! Come, be blessed! Register online at 

www.brethrenwoods.org/womensretreat or call 269-2741 

 

When: March 10-11 (Friday evening to Saturday afternoon) 

Where: Woodland Retreat Center and Winterized Cabins  

Cost: $85 (includes lodging, meals, supplies, snacks, and more!)  

Ages: Women ages 16 and up!   
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 NewslineDigest March 2017

The denomination's 
Standing Committee has 
released the 2017 Annual 

Conference ballot, which includes 
two nominees for moderator-elect and 
nominations for a number of other 
offices to be filled by the delegate body.

The Standing Committee also has 
chosen Liz Bidgood Enders as delegate 
for the World Council of Churches and 
Glenn Bollinger as alternate.
n Annual Conference 
Moderator-elect
On the ballot for the position of 
moderator-elect are Donita Keister of 
Mifflinburg, Pa., and J. Roger Schrock 
of McPherson, Kan.

Keister is an associate pastor at Buf-
falo Valley Church of the Brethren in 
Southern Pennsylvania District. She 
currently is a member of the denomi-
nation’s Mission and Ministry Board, 
and serves on the board’s executive 
committee, but will complete her term 
of service prior to the 2017 Annual 
Conference.

Schrock is a member of McPherson 
Church of the Brethren in Western 
Plains District. He is a retired pastor 
and former denominational staff mem-

ber. He has served the Church of the 
Brethren as executive of World Min-
istries, as Africa representative, and as 
a missionary in Sudan, among other 
appointments. In a volunteer capacity, 
he has been a member of the Standing 
Committee of Annual Conference and 
currently serves on the Mission Advi-
sory Council.

Following are nominees for other po-
sitions to be filled by election in 2017, 
listed by position:
n Annual Conference Secretary
James M. Beckwith (incumbent) of 
Lebanon, Pa., Annville Church of the 
Brethren, Atlantic Northeast District

Paul Schrock of Indianapolis, Ind., 
Northview Church of the Brethren, 
South/Central Indiana District
n Annual Conference Program 
and Arrangements Committee
Jan Glass King of Martinsburg, Pa., 
Bedford Church of the Brethren, 
Middle Pennsylvania District

Jan Orndorff of Woodstock, Va., 
Sugar Grove Church of the Brethren, 
Shenandoah District
n Mission and Ministry Board, 
Area 1
Audrey Hollenberg-Duffey of Hagers-
town, Md., Hagerstown Church of the 
Brethren, Mid-Atlantic District

Colin W. Scott of Harrisburg, Pa., 
Mechanicsburg Church of the Breth-
ren, Southern Pennsylvania District
n Mission and Ministry Board, 
Area 2
Christina Singh of Freeport, Ill., Free-
port Church of the Brethren, Illinois 
and Wisconsin District

Frances Townsend of Onekama, 
Mich., Onekama Church of the Breth-
ren, Michigan District

n Bethany Theological 
Seminary Trustee, Colleges
Celia Cook-Huffman (incumbent) of 
Huntingdon, Pa., Stone Church of the 
Brethren, Middle Pennsylvania District

Shane Kirchner of McPherson, Kan., 
McPherson Church of the Brethren, 
Western Plains District
n Bethany Theological Seminary 
Trustee, Clergy
Paul Brubaker (incumbent) of Ephrata, 
Pa., Middle Creek Church of the Breth-
ren, Atlantic Northeast District

Dana Cassell of Durham, N.C., Peace 
Covenant Church of the Brethren, 
Virlina District
n Brethren Benefit Trust Board
Sara Huston Brenneman (incum-
bent) of Hershey, Pa., Harrisburg 
First Church of the Brethren, Atlantic 
Northeast District

Katherine Allen Haff of North 
Manchester, Ind., Manchester Church 
of the Brethren, South/Central  
Indiana District
n On Earth Peace Board
Bobbi Dykema of Seattle, Wash., 
Olympic View Church of the Brethren, 
Pacific Northwest District. 

Cheryl Thomas of Angola, Ind., 
Pleasant Chapel Church of the 
Brethren, Northern Indiana District
n Pastoral Compensation and 
Benefits Advisory Committee
Barbara Wise Lewczak of Minburn, 
Iowa, Stover Memorial Church of the 
Brethren, Northern Plains District. 

Daniel L. Rudy of Roanoke, Va., 
Ninth Street Church of the Brethren, 
Virlina District

For more information about  
the Annual Conference go to  
www.brethren.org/ac.

Donita Keister and Roger Schrock top AC ballot 

You are welcome to photocopy this page. For more Newsline stories and to subscribe to Newsline’s free e-mail news service go to www.brethren.org/news  
Post this page

J. Roger SchrockDonita Keister
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“‘Teacher, which command-
ment in the law is the 
greatest?’ He said to him, 
‘You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with 
all your mind.’ This is the 
greatest and first com-
mandment. And a 
second is like it: ‘You 
shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself ’” 
(Matthew 22:36-39).

What do those words mean? How do 
I love God with all of my heart, soul, 

and mind? Who is my neigh-
bor? Young adults are invited 

to join in conversation 
about Matthew 22:36-39 

and the idea of being a 
“Loving Neighbor” at 

Young Adult Confer-
ence on May 26-28 at 
Camp Harmony, near 
Hooversville, Pa. 

The event will 

include worship, music, Bible study, 
theological conversations, workshops, 
recreation (including an optional canoe 
trip), and fellowship. Speakers include 
Emmett Eldred, Dennis Lohr, Wendy 
McFadden, and Monica Rice.

The registration fee of $125 ($150 af-
ter April 30) includes food, lodging, and 
programing. BVS scholarships and local 
church scholarships are available by 
contacting Paige Butzlaff at pbutzlaff@
brethren.org or 847-429-4389. Register 
at www.brethren.org/yac.

Young Adult Conference to address ‘Loving Neighbor’

General secretary among 2,000 
religious leaders signing letter 
supporting refugee resettlement National Junior High 

Conference to call youth 
to a ‘greater cause’ 

National Junior High 
Conference 2017 will invite 
youth and their advisors to consider 

Jonah’s story through the theme “Called for a 
Greater Cause: Jonah’s Journey.” The confer-
ence will be held June 9-11 on the campus of 
Elizabethtown (Pa.) College.

The event will be enriched by worship speak-
ers including Katie Heishman, Rudy Amaya, 
and Jeff Carter. Kyle Remnant will coordinate 
music. Worship will be coordinated by Rebekah 
Houff and Trent Smith. In addition to four 
celebrations of worship, there will be time for 
learning during workshops, and time for play 
during recreation and evening activities. 

Register at www.brethren.org/njhc. 
Through March 31, the cost is $175 per  
person. After March 31, the cost for regular 
registration is $200 per person. Travel  
scholarships are available to those who live 
west of the Mississippi River. 

in mid-January, general secretary David Steele on 
behalf of the Church of the Brethren signed a letter to 
President Trump and members of Congress expressing support 

for refugee resettlement. The letter, which was signed by more than 
2,000 religious leaders from across the country, was an initiative of 
the Interfaith Immigration Coalition.

The coalition is connected with Church World Service (CWS), 
a long-term partner organization of the Church of the Brethren and 
the denomination’s disaster ministries.

“As religious leaders from a variety of backgrounds, we are called by 
our sacred texts and faith traditions to love our neighbor, accompany 
the vulnerable, and welcome the sojourner,” the letter said. “War, con-
flict and persecution have forced people to leave their homes, creating 
more refugees, asylum seekers and internally displaced people than at 
any other time in history. More than 65 million people are currently 
displaced—the largest number in recorded history.

“This nation has an urgent moral responsibility to receive refugees 
and asylum seekers who are in dire need of safety.”

The letter added, among other points, that “The US Refugee 
Resettlement program has been and should remain open to those of 
all nationalities and religions who face persecution on account of the 
reasons enumerated under US law. We oppose any policy change that 
would prevent refugees from Syria, Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, 
and Yemen, or individuals who practice Islam and other faiths from 
accessing the US refugee resettlement program.”
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Our Stewardship for February 2017 

 

 

   Attendance 

For Budget 

 

 
   Worship  Sunday School  

 February    5  170  79 $6,549.32  

  12  179  77 $4,408.46  

  19  193  104 $5,242.51  

  26  184  72 $2,735.36  

         

  February average per Sunday 181  83 $5,034.79  

  Last 12 mos. average per Sunday 171  86 $5,212.47  

   

  Special Giving for February  

 
2¢ Meal Offering $12.86  Ministry of Hope $390 

 

 Commerce Village $75  Tenderloin Feast $4,529  

 Lejeune Haiti Well Project $600  Youth Cook Books $56.66  

 Mem. Fund: Eunice Shull $75     

 
     

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     

NURSERY  WORSHIP CENTER  

5 Matt & LeAnne Young  5 Ann Monger   
12 Fonda Harper & Frances Shenk 12 Linda Waggy   
19 Sarah & Bobby Williams   19 Wanda Hollen   
26 Becky & Hayley Daubert  26 Rose Miller   

       
SOUND SYSTEM  VALET PARKING  

5 John Layman  5 Brad Smith  
12 Ben Hiner  12 Ralph Rohrer  
19 Bobby Williams  19 Donnie Jackson  
26 Chris Payne  26 Gene Golladay  

      
ACOLYTES  USHERS  

5 Allee Coffman & Lindsey Harper   Roger Moyer  
12 Myla Eye & Walter Rhodes   Bob Black  
19 Sarah Craun & Ashley Knott   Ben Hall  
26 Nathan Smith & Kyle Brown   Jim Rusmisel  
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Montezuma Church of the Brethren 

4937 Ottobine Rd. Dayton, VA 22821 

540-879-2246 

www.montezumacob.org 

  
 David R. Miller, Pastor drmiller.cob@gmail.com 

Gabriel Dodd, Pastor for Youth and Young Families 

dodd.gabriel@gmail.com  

Linnette Coaker, Office Admin. montezuma.cob@gmail.com 

 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

March Birthdays:        March Anniversaries: 
1 Donna Brunk 20 Hannah Allman 2 Gordon & Wanda Driver 

 Marian Layman  Avery Andrews 9 Bobby & Elaine Shank 
 Orva Showalter  Eleanor Payne 28 David & Wilamena Harback 
 Amanda Vandevander  Tanner Shifflett   

2 Andrew Skelton  Jeff Wine   
4 Gretel Layne 21 Pansy Auville   

 Alexander Shank 22 Charles Airey     

5 Julia Rohrer  John Coaker     
 Jared Smith  Judy Hill   

7 Steve Glick 23 Vincent Cash   
8 Sue Miller 26 David Mason   

11 Paige Eavers  Vince Rhodes   
12 Lori Good 27 Brent Burkholder    
13 Shevonne Fulton  Shirley Dameron   

 Lindsey Richard  Chloe Eye   
14 Susan Kinkead  Fred Shank   
16 Josh Kinkead 28 Alanah Brashears   

 Carol Lena Miller  Paula Brown   
17 Adrian Lambert  Scott Yelverton   
18 Carol Martin 29 Anne Marie Depoy   
19 Caleb Riley     

      
      

March Birthdays & Anniversaries 


